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Twas battered and scarred, and the auctioneer 
Thought it scarcely worth his while 

To waste much time on the old violin, 

But held it up with a smile: 

“What am I bidden, good folks,” he cried, 
“Who'll start the bidding for me?” 

“A dollar, a dollar’; then, “Two!” “Only two?” 
Two dollars, and who’ll make it three? 

Three dollars, once; three dollars, twice; 

Going for three—” But no, 

From the room, far back, a grey-haired man 
Came forward and picked up the bow; 

Then, wiping the dust from the old violin, 
And tightening the loose strings, 

He {played a melody pure and sweet 

As a earoling angel sings. 
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The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
With a voice that was quiet and low, 
Said: “What am I bid for the old violin?” 
And he held it up with the bow. 
“A thousand dollars, and who'll make it two? 
Two thousand! And who’ll make it three? 
Three thousand, once, three thousand, twice, 
And going, and gone,” said he. 
The people cheered, but some of them cried, 
“We do not quite understand 
“What changed its worth.” 
Swift came the reply: 


“The touch of a master’s hand.” 


And many a man with life out of tune, 

And battered and scarred with: sin, 

Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless crowd, 
Much like the old violin. 

A “mess of pottage,” a glass of wine; 

A game—and he travels on. 

He is “going” once, and “soing” twice, 

He’s “going” and almost “sone.” 

But the Master comes, and the foolish crowd 
Never can quite understand 

The worth of a soul and the change that’s wrought 
By the touch of the Master’s hand. 


Condensed from “Democracy in Action” 
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Swan River, Man. Can. P. J. Vam- 
men, iPastor. Three families, six adults 
and 12 children joined the church on 
Palm Sunday. Easter morning 115 at- 
tended the church. Pastor Vammen 
expects to confirm 13 young people 
May 27. 


Penn Yan, N. Y. Pastor P. J. Vam- 
men of Swan River, Man. Can. has 
accepted a call extended to him from 
Penn Yan. He is expected to take 
charge in July. 


Prof. Theo. I. Jensen, Professor of 
systematic theology at Trinity Sem- 
inary and also Dean of the Seminary 
has resigned his position to be effec- 
tive after the 1956-57 school year. 


Interested and intelligent lay people 
would do well to buy the report of 
' the Joint Union Committee. It can be 
had for $1.25 at the Lutheran Publish- 
ing House. All the documents to come 
before the convention this summer 
with respect to the merger will be 
found in this book of 200 pages. It 
answers all the questions any one may 
have pertaining to the union. 


Diamond Wedding at Salmonhurst, 
N. B., Canada. Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Johnson celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary April 21. The celebration 
was held at their farm home where 
they have lived most of their mar- 
ried life. A program was in charge of 
the ‘Pastor, Fred V. Jensen. Queen 
Elizabeth of England sent a telegram 
of congratulation. It was the Queen’s 
birthday on the same day. Letters from 
dignitaries of the Province of New 
Brunswick were also read. The John- 
sons have been interested members 
of the church since it was started in 
1955. They now have a large family 
with grandchildren and great-grand- 
children, 


Blair, Nebr. The Board of Directors 
of Good Shepherd Lutheran Old Peo- 
ple’s Home of Blair, Nebraska, an- 
nounces the retirement on June Ist, 
1956, of Dr. J. P. Nielsen, superintend- 
ent of the Home since March 1, 1949. 
During Dr. Nielsen’s tenure of office 
the new $130,000.00 main building was 
erected, in which project Dr. Nielsen 
was the prime mover. Failing eyesight 
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has made it necessary for Dr. Nielsen 
to give up his duties. No successor has 
been named. 


Coulter, Iowa, Rev. Jack Jacobsen, 
Pastor. 

On May 27th Nazareth (Lutheran 
congregation of (Coulter is looking for- 
ward to the dedication of the new 
church. The new pastor, Rev. Jack 
Jacobsen, will also be installed on that 
day. The local choir sponsored the 
Dana ‘College choir concert on April 
17th. It is always inspiring to have 
the choir in our midst and to have 
such a fine rendition of sacred music. 

We have {been very fortunate to 
have services every Sunday during 
the vacancy here. Pastor Joseph Ras- 
mussen, Floyd Jorgensen and Robert 
Weinrich have conducted services al- 
ternately. The Dana Deputation team 
conducted services one Sunday. 


59,832 baptized members constitute 
the membership of our church as of 
Dec. 31, 1955. This is a gain over 1954 
of 2,924, or 5.14 per cent. 


Pastor J. H. Petersen of Flaxton- 
Bowbells, N. D. has accepted a call 
at Marcus and Oyens, Iowa. 


Royal, Iowa. Pastor Clifford Paulsen 
of Oakland, Calif., has accepted call 
extended to him from Royal. 


McNabb, Ill. Franklin Highby has 
accepted a call to McNabb. He expects 
to be ordained this summer. 


Neola, Iowa. Harry Sorensen, senior 
from Trinity, expects to lbe ordained 
this summer and he has accepted a 
call from ‘Neola. 


Melius Bollesen, senior from Trinity 
will, after his ordination this summer, 
be assistant pastor at Norwalk, Calif. 


Niels Carlsen, senior from Trinity, 
will be ordained to become military 
chaplain. 


Sleepy Eye, Minn. Rey. A. V. Neve, 
Pastor. Trinity Lutheran Church is 
planning to build a new house of wor- 
ship. It has now $40,472.81 in the 
building fund in cash and pledges. 


WISCONSIN W.M.S. — 
The identical theme “Send O} 
Light,” opened the rallies o: 
Southern and Northern Circuits 
Wisconsin Women’s Missionary 
ciety on April 8 and 15, respec 
Mrs. Hans Nielsen, president 
Kenosha W.M.S. was hostess 1 
southern group and Mrs. Julie 
enberg led the devotions. Musi 
provided by a Ladies Sextette 
the choir singing an anthem i 
evening. } 
i 


Mrs. Grant Godson of Poy 
welcomed the northern group) 
Mrs. Arnold Andersen leading tl 
votions. Music was provided b 
men’s chorus, and two anthems k 
choir. Trio and duet numbers | 
given in the evening. 


Mrs. Merrill (Paulson, Poy — 
president of the Wis. Women’s) 
sionary. Society gave a review ¢ 
programs, projects, and a financil 
port. Her theme, “Being Steadfé 
the Line of Obedience” was illus 
‘by a chart. | 

Mrs. Sidney Jorgensen, Syni 
Program Committee announced 
a booklet of ten programs will bb 
lished in the fall. More info 
will be given after the Synodica’ 
vention in June. 


Pastor N. B. Hansen, Poy {| 
presented a most inspiring m 
at both circuits. His topic was. 
Urgency of Foreign Missions.” © 
urgent now for us to work, give,| 
and go as workers in the foreign) 
sions, for Christ’s sake, our own 
fare, and for the eternal weltad 
the multitudes who have not I 
the Gospel. | 


In the evening at Kenosha, P 
Hansen spoke on the status of our, 
sionaries now. in service and als 
encouraging report that a few y 
people are dedicating their lives t 
mission field. 

At Poy Sippi, Pastor J. H. Thor 
of Denmark gave the evening — 
sage. His talk was “The Potentis 
the Individual Life in the Se: 
for ‘Christ.” 

Both circuits were well atte 
and those who came received r 
blessings and knew it was goo 
be in the House of the Lord bot 
Kenosha and Poy Sippi. 


(Continued on page 6) 
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torials and Comments 


LET US STAY AT BLAIR 


for writing the article in this issue, “It is not Exciting 
e.” We are happy when members of our synod write 
, the merger. We have felt that the interpretation of 
reat movement has been left too much to the editor. 


re are just one or two points in Pastor Jorgensen’s 
e that might need clarification. We refer to his phrase 
‘merger terms.” We are not asked to give up Dana Col- 
(and Trinity Seminary. Both of these institutions will 
trtified to the new church and take their place in the 
‘church as institutions in that church. There are no 
* terms of the merger that we know of. 


t us discuss the two institutions. We know that faculty 
ers several years ago were worried about the sem- 
’s place in the new church. No doubt that worry was 
alized in the suggestions brought to the Lynwood Con- 
Lon in 1955 that the seminary be federated with an 
ting seminary of the merging churches. Now, if we do 
ant to federate, let us stay right where we are and 
nue the seminary. The merging churches cannot guar- 
any institution’s life permanently, but we have a 
+ to hope and pray and work for the continuance of 
seminary. 


. to Dana College we want to state that we have al- 
hoped that Dana might remain on the hill and that 
might be our special contribution to the new church. 
[know several of our people feel the same way. 


"hat can be done to insure this? We believe that the 

‘ership of the College must work hard to get more stu- 

ts. If we by 1960 have a college with some 400 regular 

=ge students with prospect of growing, the College 
stay at Blair. 


Ye feel that the Church Council, the Board of Dana Col- 
» and Trinity Seminary, and the faculties of both the 


iinary and the college, should give us directions. They 
st inspire us with their faith. 


he synod has shown willingness to give liberally to the 
. institutions, and we think that it will continue to do 
n better in the remaining years (before the merger, if 
leadership can show us just cause why we should sac- 


ce. 


Ve believe we are voicing the view of many people, when 
say, let us stay at Blair and hope for the best. All God 
uires of us is that we are faithful. 


‘inally, we doubt that all our readers are able to under- 
1d some of the terms used in the Jorgensen parable. 
1e will not even understand who is the “mother.” They 


are grateful to Pastor Harold Jorgensen of Blair, 
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can not understand who are the “poor relatives” and who 
are the “authorities”? 


We do not understand the relation between the generous 
“poor relatives” and the ‘mother,’ but perhaps some one 
will enlighten us on this. 


THE NAME OF THE CHURCH 


We carry an article today by an E.L.C. pastor about the 
name of the church. We have spoken about the merger to 
a number of groups, and in the question period afterwards, 


.the name is always criticized. (Last night we addressed a 


group of some 70 men representing four different congre- 
gations. There were only a few U.E.L/C. men in the group. 
When the name was criticized, we suggested that we think 
the U/E.L.C. would be a very good name. They all seemed 
ta prefer that to the one which is proposed. The name, of 
course, is not too important, and yet, we should have a 
name that will be easily accepted. 


SANCTIFICATION AND STEWARDSHIP 


Stewardship is a word very much in use now. We preach 
stewardship and we have commitees on stewardship. A 
steward according to the dictionary is “a person entrusted 
with the management of estates or affairs not his own.” 
Our stewardship programs are devoted to teach us that 
the things we have, our worldly possessions, belong to God. 
We are to manage them for him. 


That means that our whole life belongs to him, and we 
are to manage our lives for him. 


But it seems to us that we have limited the idea of 
stewardship too much. Too many people think that when 
we give a goodly portion of our money to the church, then 
we are good stewards. This is dangerous. It is dangerous 
because it leaves out the Biblical basis for stewardship 
which is sanctification. Our whole life is to be set aside 
for God. 


We praise the man of ambition who can make a success 
of his work. We praise hard working people. But the danger 
is that the hard work becomes an idol which we worship. 
We separate our work and our ambitions from Giod’s whole 
plan with us. When this is done then even the gift we con- 
tribute to the kingdom of God is part of the idol. 


There is another side to this whole problem of steward- 
ship, it is the problem of legalism. A young pastor wrote 
us a few weeks ago, “I have quit placing a special emphasis 
on stewardship as it is explained to us. I have found that 
when I preach the love of Christ and when people get to 
see what He has done for us, then they feel like giving to 
the kingdom of God.” 


A clearer emphasis on sanctification would certainly do 
wonders. Perhaps giving to the kingdom might not be as 
generous momentarily, but it would be more lasting and 
produce better results in the long run. We would like to 
have some of our pastors write about this very problem 
of sanctification and stewardship, 
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BETTER MAKE WRONGS RIGHT TODAY 


S. L. Morgan, Sr., Wake Forest, N .C. 


A North Carolina newspaper has just given front-page 


prominence to a superb story of an honest man. He was. 


a lumberman, and failed in the dreadful days of the 
Depression. He left the community owing one man a 
bill of $58.84, besides other small bills. He told his 
creditors he couldn’t pay, but some day he would. He 
moved away and was lost sight of for years. That was 
24 years ago. 

The other day he drove back—100 miles, he said, and 
went on a round looking up his creditors. He went to 
Four Oaks to look for the man whom he owed the $58.84. 
He found he had been dead for years. His widow, he 
learned, had married a prominent citizen in Smithfield. 
Twice he went to her home and missed her. The third 
time, he found her, calculated the interest for 24 years, 
and gave her his check for $142.84. He carefully hunted 
up his other creditors and paid them. He left on his 
100-mile return journey, doubtless happy with a good 
conscience. 


Beware of Wrongs Unrighted 


What impresses me in the story is the working of the 
man’s conscience during 24 years, and the growth of the 
man himself. He said he could have paid the debts be- 
fore but simply neglected it. And year by year the 
weight on his conscience grew heavier, and at last drove 
him to go 100 miles for relief. It was proof that his con- 
science had been growing more sensitive to wrong; his 
character, truer. 

This is a truth verified in the experience of many of 
us. As a boy in my early twenties I was a colporter 
for the Sunday School and Bible board of Virginia. It 
was an unwritten law of Virginia hospitality that no 
rural home would charge for a night’s lodging. One 
night I stayed in a home in a tiny village. The hostess 
was lovely and gracious. I left without asking if I owed 
a bill for me and my horse. 

Later I reflected that maybe pay was expected, since 
the local school teacher boarded in the home. But it 


I HEARD MY DOCTOR PRAY | 
By Martha T. Morrison | 


Amid the quietness of the operating room, doctors and 
nurses mpved about with calm efficiency. However, I 
was not so calm. I was the patient, about to undergo my 
first surgery, which was of a serious nature. 


I tried so hard to ibe calm, telling myself that all 
would ‘be well; that I should rest in God, knowing that 
His ways are best. Even knowing this, I was frightened. 


Then the miracle happened! My doctor bent over me 
and said, “Let us have a word of prayer first.” My 
heart leaped as I heard him pray, in tone so intimate, 
asking God’s help and blessing on the operation. Contin- 
uing, he asked God to guide his hands, and committed 


seemed a trifle, and I let it pass, yet with some mis 
ing. And that misgiving increased as time passed. ‘ 
by year I wished I had at least written the lady m 
pology for assuming there was no charge, and had 
fered payment. The feeling grew more and more 
comfortable, until at last it became intolerable. | 
was a small matter, and the wrong only doubtful, 
growing sense of what was strictly right and fine 
came a torture. 

After 30 years of growing torture I must face it, 
for my own comfort. But I didn’t remember the 
of my hostess. I did remember the name of the a 
able teacher, and knew her address. I wrote her the 
tails of the incident and said, “It has tortured me 
creasingly for 30 years; I’d like to write the lady | 
explain, and right the wrong—if there was one.” | 

Her reply brought great relief. She said, “No, it: 
not a boarding house, and I’m sure she would not } 
thought of charging you. And she has been dead 
years, Forget it.” Only then could my consience | 
fairly easy. Yet to this day I grieve that I negle 
till too late to do the fine thing—at least to writ 
letter! 


A Much-Needed Lesson 


These two incidents enforce a great lesson, needet 
many. It is this: by all that is true and holy, don’t 1 
any wrong, or even a shady act or word, unright a 
the way. For, as surely as you grow in moral pet 
tion, the little thing will grow with the years un 
becomes intolerable torture. 

Why do some insist vehemently on a hell of li 
hell fire? I knew its equivalent in case of even a 
tle wrong, real or fancied. And beyond death our 
perception will be far keener than now. In that Ei 
light our sins and unrighted wrongs, for all I can’ 
agine, will be greater torture than even literal b 
ing in fire. So I plead to make the wrongs right tc 
and all along the way. 


| 


i 
| 


the operation into the hands of Him who is the C 
Physician. 
I suddenly was calm—my fears were quelled. I I 
God was present and was ordering the movement 
my surgeon. No need to be fearful now, I was n¢ 
the hands of a man—I was in the hands of God. : 
I learned a lesson in that operating room which’ 
stay with me for life. The most fearful experience 
be turned to calm assurance when God is present. § 
ly there would be many more successful operat 
and more calm patients, if more doctors, such as_ 
would invite God’s presence into their lives and 
His guidance in their work. God grant us more C 
tian doctors. —Free Methodist 
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rzests Churches Sponsor 
. Eve. Weather Broadcasts 


Minneapolis — ‘Saturday evening 
wather forecasts broadcast over lo- 
radio and television stations might 
ll be sponsored by local churches 
groups of churches and used to 
ulate attendance at Sunday morn- 
* worship services. 


[This suggestion was offered here 
| the Rev. O. H. Hove, public rela- 
ms director for The Evangelical Lu- 
eran Church, also chairman of Lu- 
eran Television Associates, current- 
sponsoring a series of dramatic pro- 
ams on NBC television’s ‘Matinee 


r. Hove took issue with a recent 
itement by the Rev. Earl N. Dorff, 
estor of First Methodist Church, 
Jahoma City, in which the latter, had 
mtended that weather broadcasts 
0 more to hurt church attendance 
Han measles or the flu,’ also voic- 
ts the opinion that weather broad- 
sters and telecasters ought to “go in- 
hiding” every Saturday. 


Church sponsorship of weather fore- 
gsts on radio and television programs 
ia be an interesting experiment,” 
bve suggested, “besides affording an 
portunity to urge church attend- 
hee, regardless of the weather.” 


[He added, “Various aspects of weath- 
+ lend themselves to comparison with 
brtain religious truths, which, if well 
pne, might prove quite effective.” 


ierpretation Of Church News 


| Indianapolis—The president of the 
mited Lutheran Church in America 
noked at the program and work of 
| 20th century denomination through 
he spectacles of public relations last 
reek in Indianapolis, and said that 
ews about the church should tell 
m honest story of “what the Chris- 
fan religion is all about” and “what 
nakes Christianity tick.” 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New York 
iddressed a joint conference of pres- 
ents and public relations chairmen 
if the United Lutheran ‘Church’s 32 
nods in the United States and Can- 
da. 


Branding “manufactured news” as 
artificial and useless,” Dr. Fry said: 


“Our job is not to deceive people 
to thinking that something is news 
hich honestly isn’t worthy of the 
ame, but to take news that honest- 
y does exist and to turn it into a 
vindow that looks into the heart of 
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thurch News from here and there 


what the Christian religion is all a- 
bout.” 


Dr. Fry said that “church news, like 
all other news, tends to sort itself 
out on three levels; news about indi- 
viduals, news about the church as 
an organization, and news that catch- 
es and shows to the public some of 
the inner spirit and purpose of what 
religion really is.” 


“Foreign missions are popular these 
days and it is both interesting and de- 
pressing to see why. 


“Most Americans who used to he 
lukewarm and are now “converted’ to 
foreign missions have changed their 
minds, I fear, for selfish reasons. Now 
they see that friendliness in Asia and 
Africa is tremendously beneficial to 
the United States and no friendliness 
is cheaper or more genuine than their 
good will won through mission hos- 
pitals, schools and churches. 


“Sincere unselfish Christians would 
greatly prefer to have the work of 
the Christian church applauded and 
appreciated on a very different basis. 
The healthiest thing that could be 
shown to the American public would 
be a look deep inside into what makes 
Christianity tick.” 


“Present-day trends, at home and 
abroad, that need skilled interpre- 
tation from the viewpoint of the 
Church, include: the rapid growth of 
the Christian churches these days, the 
advantages and perils of the present 
favorable mood toward religion, the 
rapid shift of leadership in the 
chureh’s overseas work from. leader- 
ship ‘by missionaries to leadership by 
less adequately prepared nationals.” 


“Today’s climate for religion is fav- 
orable, but there is a danger in the 
widespread attitude that religion is 
to be regarded as a useful tool to ac- 
complish something else, rather than 
as a divinely important end in itself. 


“The Christian churches are a bul- 
wark of democracy, but their deepest 
purpose goes far beyond that. The 
churches are here to reconcile man 
with God and so to ‘give peace, joy, 
hope and true life to men as the sons 
of God.” 


In dealing with the nations of Asia 
“that have suddenly come of age,” 
Dr. Fry said “we Americans will have 
to learn humility—one of our hard- 
est and bitterest lessons.” 


“We Christians,” he said, “have been 
learning that fact for a full genera- 
tion; we have been at least 30 years 
ahead of the political and national de- 


velopments in that key problem. In 
the same way Christian medical and 
educational work in underdeveloped 
countries has been one hundred years 
ahead of Point 4 plans. 


“Christians don’t tag along behind 
political and industrial) changes,’ Dr. 
Fry emphasized. “At many decisive 
points they have long been first with 
the most.” 


Pastor’s Wife Named 
‘Mrs. Ohio’ 


(Columbus, O.—The pretty wife of 
a local Lutheran minister cooked, sew- 
ed and laundered her way to become 
“Mrs. Ohio” in the “Mrs. America” 
homemaker contest. 


She is Mrs. Gloria Buth, 31-year-old 
mother of four. She and her husband, 
the Rev. Wilfred M. Buth, are chil- 
dren of Lutheran ministers. Mr. Buth 
is pastor to Lutheran students at Ohio 
State University. 


“T didn’t think T’d last through the 
day,” Mrs. Buth remarked after win- 
ning the eight-hour competition over 
20 other finalists from Ohio cities. 


She explained that she had been up 
all night with their 14-month-old 
daughter, sick with a cold. 


As winner of the state event, Mrs. 
Buth and her husland will receive an 
all-expense-paid trip to Ellinor Vil- 
lage, Fla., for the national finals the 
week of May 7. 


With tears in her eyes, Mrs Buth 
happily accepted the crown and bou- 
quet of roses that mark her Ohio’s 
unofficial No. 1 homemaker. 


Her husband had told her earlier, 
“T don’t care if you win or not—you're 
still my Mrs. America.” 


She won the Ohio title after a final 
cook-off in which contestants ‘were 
given 90 minutes to prepare a meal 
based on ground beef. 


Her winning menu was the same 
one that won her the “Mrs, Columbus” 
contest a week earlier: individual 
meat loaves, hot potato salad with 
German sweet-sour dressing, relish 
platter, hot tomato juice cocktail, 
pumpkin pie and Italian bread. 


“They're things I prepare at home 
all the time,” Mrs. Buth said. 


The busy life at the Buth house- 
hold also gave her another advantage 
in the contest—she sews most of her 
own clothes. 


But the personable minister’s wife 
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has talents beyond the family circle. 
An accomplished musician, she holds 
a bachelor of music degree from the 
University of Wisconsin. Despite her 
home tasks she manages to take part 
in two music groups and to teach pi- 
ano lessons. 


In addition, Mrs. Buth spends “as 
much time as I can” at the Luther 
Foundation on the State University 
campus. Her husband has been execu- 
tive director of the group for four 
years. 


Assemblies Of God Push 
Sunday School Enrollment 


‘Springfield, Mo. (RNS) — Average 
weekly attendance at Assemblies of 
God Sunday school classes in 1955 
was 586,229, an increase of 26,809 over 
the previous year, the Rev. Bert Webb, 
executive director of the Sunday 
school department, reported here. 

He said the Church currently has 
a Sunday school enrollment of 805,182; 
last October it was reported at 1775,- 
100. The denomination is engaged in 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


a five-year campaign to increase en- 
rollment to more than 1,000,000 by 
1960. 

Six regional conventions will be 
staged during 1957 to promote the “on 
to a million’ campaign, Mr. Webb 
said. The sites and dates are: Jack- 
sonville, Fla. Jan. 29-31: Wichita 
Falls, Tex., March 5-7; Sacramento, 
Calif., March 19-21; Spokane, Wash., 
March 27-29; Des Moines, Iowa, April 
9-11; and Rochester, N. Y., April 23- 
25. 


Can Civil Rights 
Be Enforced? 


It is too often said that civil rights 
cannot be enforced until enforcement 
is desired by a majority so large that 
recalcitrants will fear to continue ob- 
struction of the law. The illustration 
which is supposed to clinch the point 
is what happened to prohibition. The 
argument is currently being applied to 
the request by the department of 
justice for additional powers so it can 
deal more effectively with civil rights 
violations. The people of the south 


THE LIVING WORD 
By Luther A. Weigle 


“Wealth” 


The word “wealth” was used in 
the sixteenth century not only to de- 
note riches, but also in the sense of 
weal, well-being, or welfare. Unless 
we remember this, Paul’s counsel in 
I Corinthians 10:24 looks like encour- 
agement to theft: “Let no man seek 
his own, ‘but every man another’s 
wealth.” The present translation is: 
‘Let no one seek his own good, but 
the good of his neighibor.” 


In the King James Version of the 
Old Testament, the word “wealth” is 
used three times as a translation for 
the Hebrew tob, which means “good,” 
either as an adjective or as a noun. 
The passages are Ezra’s recital (9:12) 
of the commandment not to intermar- 
ry with the people of the land, “nor 
seek their peace or their wealth”; the 
praise of Mordecai (Esther 10:3) as 
“Seeking the wealth of his people”; 
and Job’s description of the prosper- 
ity of the wicked who “spent their 


days in wealth.” The Revised Stand- 


and “virtue” 


ard Version uses “prosperity” in the 
passages from Ezra and Job, and ‘“‘wel- 
fare” in the passage concerning Mor- 
decai—“‘the sought the welfare of his 
people.” 


Both KJ and RSV use “welfare” as 
the translation for tob in Nehemiah 
2:10, which tells how Sanballat and 
Tobiah ‘were greatly displeased that 
Nehemiah had come “to seek the wel- 
fare of the children of Israel.” 


Another word which may be mis- 
leading in two contexts of the New 
Testament is “virtue.” It does not re- 
fer to moral character in the state- 
ment made by Jesus when a woman 
touched him in the hope of being 
healed: “Somebody hath touched me, 
for I perceive that virtue is gone out 
of me” (Luke 8:46; compare Mark 
5:30). “Virtue” here, and in Luke 6:19, 
means nothing more than “power,” 
and “power” is the proper translation 
of dynamis, the Greek term which 
is used in these passages. 


May 7, 1! 


will refuse to obey the law, it is ¢ 
tended, so why bother to provide | 
instrument which cannot be used? T 
is a counsel of despair. Followed eX 
sistently, it would make a mocke 
of the Constitution. Instead of follo} 
ing this fatalistic course, we show 
recognize that the 13th, 14th and lf 
amendmens, whose provisions € 
chiefly at stake, have been only pz 
tially enforced for lack of the pi 
visions now sought. The right to vo} 
to lbe secure in one’s person and preci 
erty, to be free from violence incit) 
by or involving public officials—the 
are the rights of every citizen. J] 
citizen is safe as long as any group) 
citizens may be deprived of the 
rights with impunity. Congress shou 
lose no time in giving the justice c 
partment its civil rights division, | 
setting up a bipartisan civil rig 
commission, in moving against the c 
izens’ councils which conspire to r 
Negroes of equal treatment under t 
law, especially of the right to vo 
Of course Senator Eastland of Miss! 
sippi will try to obstruct this leg 
lation, but the Democratic party, if 
is wise, will not let him block it) 
the Senate judiciary committee. 
party placed him in the committe 
chairmanship, and it should be he 
accountable for his behavior thei 
If necessary, Senator Eastland wou 
make a good subject for the applic 
tion of a never-used sanction in t 
14th amendment. By it, states whil 
refuse to permit a portion of the 
citizens to vote are deprived of repr 
sentation in Congress in the propo 
tion of voters denied the franchi¢ 
Since about half the voters of Missi 
sippi are disfranchised, the state hj 
one too many senators in Washingto 

Christian Centuryt 


NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT W. M. S.!) 
RALLY | 

The Rally of the Nebraska Distri 
Women’s Missionary Society was he 
at the First Lutheran Church, Bla 
Nebraska on Friday, April 20th. O} 
hundred seventy women from twel; 
communities registered for the 0! 
day session. 

At the Morning Program a Pani 
discussion was held on “Missions a 
You 

The afternoon program was hig 
lighted by a talk on China by Sist 
Alvira, of the Immanuel Deaconess ] 
stitute, Omaha, Nebraska. 

First Lutheran Guild members w 
hostesses to the group at the No. 
Luncheon and a Coffee hour at t 
close of the afternoon session. 


An Open Letter to All Members 
of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church 


May, 1956 


Dear friends: 


Recently it has become exceedingly clear that the next few years will be significant and crucial years 
in the history of Dana College. It has become apparent that the ‘College immediately needs a strong, vig- 
orous and extensive development program if it is to maintain a firm educational and financial position and 
adequately serve the needs of the Church. 


The Alumni Association is deeply concerned with the future of Dana. We feel we cannot afford to be 
passive on this issue, since we do not wish to be alumni of a stagnant or non-existent institution. 


At its annual Homecoming meeting the Alumni Association passed a resolution urging continued sup- 
port of Dana College as a four year liberal arts college in its present location. Since discussion on this 
issue has become extremely important we must emphasize our position. 


We believe, after an examination of the facts, that there are excellent prospects for Dana to be main- 
tained as a strong educational and financially sound institution at Blair, Nebraska. As a result of the forth- 
coming merger and the expected influx of students in the near future, we feel Dana has fine possibilities 
to expand and develop in its present location. We see a continued and growing need for such an institu- 
tion of the Church in this area. 


However, we also believe that a dynamic program for the future is immediately needed. Dana can- 
not afford at this point to stand still. It must begin on a program of development leading to new buildings, 
expanded facilities, improved faculty conditions and increased services to students. We realize that addition- 
al financial resources are needed if such a program is to become a reality. Though such resources are not 
easily obtained, we do not feel the situation is impossible; but it will require imagination, faith in the fu- 
ture of Dana and a willingness for all who support Dana to share this burden. 


We definitely believe that this is a time for action. At the convention in June the Church will be call- 
ed upon to indicate the future direction of Dana. We urge congregations and delegates to give serious con- 
sideration to this matter. As we view it, the needs of the College must be faced squarely, and whatever 
constructive action is necessary must be taken. We assure you that we are more than willing to give our 
support to such action. 


As an Association representing Trinity Seminary alumni, we also view the discussion as to its future 
with concern, and feel that proposals to maintain the Seminary and its important service to the Church 
deserve careful study. . 


With a firm belief in the future of Dana College and Trinity Seminary, we remain 


Sincerely, 


Dana College and Trinity Seminary 
Alumni Association 


As ivies to thy walls do cling, Our hearts will cling to thee 


Alumni—Your Support and Financial Contributions Are Needed Now. 


This is a paid advertisement by the Alumni Association. 
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“IT IS NOT EXCITING TO DIE” 


HOW SOME IN THE UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH FEEL ABOUT THE MERGER 
TERMS FOR DANA COLLEGE AND TRINITY SEMINARY. 


By Harold C. Jorgensen 


We presume that we like excitement as much as do 
others. Excitement in proper doses and from proper 
stimuli, gives zest, sparkle and a tingle to living. The 
excitement of a good piece of music expertly played, 
is a rich and uplifting experience. A good story, or pic- 
ture, or lecture, are grand forms of excitement. A great 
sermon is wonderfully exciting; and we know of no 
written sermons that have stirred us quite so much as 
those of Dr. Alvin Rogness. We have given his book of 
sermons: “The Age and You” to several people, and 
have recommended it to many others. It never occured 
to us that we should ever be in disagreement with so 
fine a preacher. And really, we are not. His words are 
still good, but misplaced—not by himself, but by an- 
other hand. 

In The Ansgar Lutheran of February 8th of this year, 
there was a reprint of an article by Dr. Rogness: “It 
Is Exciting To Die.” Mention of this article was made at 
our recent pastors’ conference at Blair. We stated then, 
that we had often stood at the bedside of the sick and 
dying, had lived with people’s sorrows and miseries, 
and had tasted a bit of sorrow ourselves, but had never 
found it exciting, but always depressing and painful. 
To ‘be sure, there had been victories even in the face 
of death, and after the storm of dying had passed by; 
but dying on the whole, was hard and depressing. 

It is easy for those of the merging bodies who are 
strong enough, and so well-intrenched that not one of 
their institutions is so much as touched, who can only 
hope to benefit by the death of others, to say “it is ex- 
citing to die.” When all that is given up is only one of 
three names, and that the least important of all, it can- 
not be called much of a death. Evangelical Lutheran 
Church dies to become American Lutheran Church— 
what a death! Had the Lutheran part been lost, that 
would have been somewhat more of a death; and had 
the Church part been lost, then indeed could one sit 
down and weep hot tears of sorrow over the dead body 
of something dear and precious to oneself. But Evan- 
gelical or American, there is no dying there. That is 
only changing a name as in the marriage of a man and 
a widow with two children. Very likely it is good for 
a man and a widow to get married, but often times it 
is hard going for the stepchildren. Getting married is 
exciting; dying we have our doubts about. 

We have found it, for example, very hard to be sit- 
ting these years at the bedside of our sick institutions. 
We have hoped and hoped that time would bring life 
and health, both to Trinity Seminary and Dana College. 
A few years ago our school board courageously advo- 
cated an expansion of the seminary, and we got expan- 


sion; for us, a grand expansion. But the seminary ne€ 
ed love to thrive, its mother’s love. But that love w 
never given. Little by little the child (the seminary 
grew sickly, and when the marriage contract (merge 
was discussed, it was agreed that the sickly child w 
to be thrown to the wolves. The crowning indignity | 
it all was that the mother yielded to the ultimatum | 
the man that this was to be the condition on which 
would marry her, “for,” he said, “it was you who 
me into this,” while it was he who had been leadi 
her. But she, the silly thing, being so anxious to ¢ 
married, agreed at once to his monstrous terms withe 
a protest. What a terrible mother! 


Once in the fever of her lovesickness, she attemp 1 
to kill herself and the child, but returned momentar} 
to better sense, stopping her own flowing wounds fir 
and then those of the child, and clamored loudly 
a blood transfusion (financial drive) from some pq 
relatives she had. They not only furnished the blod 
but also paid the doctor. . 


But then, what about the other child? (Dana Colleg§ 
She was younger, but a little more vigorous, and t 
man said he would accept that child if at the timef 
marriage she was in reasonably good health, and wou} 
be no burden to him. So the mother started to maf 
desperate efforts to rehabilitate the second child. Med 
while the first child, neglected and scared to dea} 
grew sicker and weaker and lay groaning in the fil 
throes of death. But the mother didn’t care, she was f 
sick to get married. 


And her efforts to ‘build up the second child didi 
succeed so well either. She had so little time to tal 
care of her anyway. She was so busy getting her troy 
seau ready, and that took all her spare money so si 
couldn’t afford what it would take to buy the good fo} 
and the vitamins to build up the one child she mig 


why should anyone care, if the mother didn’t? She j 
had to get married, children or no children. What} 
terrible mother! What kind of wife could she possi 
make? : 


But the poor relatives finally sensed the situation, 
though they were poor, and maybe because they we 
(oor, there was some love left in their hearts. ! 
wanted both children to live, but were having a terril 
time with the authorities who insisted the relatives h 
no right to the children. They said the children belor 


(Continued on page 13) 
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low me to propose as a name for the merged church 
rhrist Evangelical Lutheran Church.” The reasons for 
ing so follow. 


A LACKING NAME 


{The American Lutheran Church” is a good name, 
| t it does not include all that is desirable. 

Since a better name is available, why choose the sec- 
fi best? This name has limitations, and tends to cre- 
2 barriers in countries like Canada, Mexico and for- 
en mission fields. Right or wrong, there is a tendency 
}) associate “American” with the United States only. 
course, we are American; but the name of the 
}.urch is hardly the place to proclaim and promote our 
Jitriotism. A Christian church, true to the great com- 
iission of “making disciples of all nations,” needs to be 
sove nationalism. 

) The “American Lutheran Church” is the name of one 
'the merging bodies. A new entity should reasonably 
sume a new and distinctive name. To say that the 
finite article is not included in the name of the pres 
ntly negotiating Church, but is included in the new 
aurch as akin to splitting hairs. “The” has to be used 
_ both connections. In one it appears with a small “t” 
fore the corporation’s name, in the other it appears 
ith a capital “T” in the title itself. 

To adopt this name would give to many the appear- 
mee that the other bodies joined, or were annexed to, 
* absorbed by present American Lutheran Church. 
uture references to our church could become rather 
monfusing. It could raise the question as to which group 
_ meant, the one organized in 1930 or the one organ- 
xed in 1960. We might find ourselves in a confusing and 
barrassing situation similar to that prevailing in fam- 
fies where father and son have the same name. One has 
» be called “Sr” and one “Jr”, or John I and John II. 


A RATHER PRESUMPTUOUS NAME 

“The American Lutheran Church” is a rather pre- 
Uumptuous name, an objection often levelled against 
[The Evangelical Lutheran Church.” It suggests that 
ve are not only an but the American Lutheran Church, 
vhereas there are others no less American. 

So far as this writer knows, there are very few. major 
thurch bodies in our country that attach to their names 
national designation. In the past we Lutheans have, 

our loss, chosen names indicative of our national or- 
gins, calling our churches “Danish,” “Norwegian,” 
Swedish.” All of them have now been changed, either 
rom choice or from necessity. Already we hear con- 
iderable objection to the nationalistic designation, “A- 
aerican,” even in the United States. If we adopt the 
yvord now, we may some day desire to change it, a 
nove that may be difficult. Here, also, prevention is 
etter than cure. 
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A WITNESSING NAME 


By Olin C. Fjelstad, E.L.C. Pastor at Owatonna, Minn. 


. A NAME WITH A WITNESS 
II. Good reasons can be given for including the words 
“Christ” and “Evangelical” in our name. 


A GREATER CONCEPT 

“Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church” is a name 
that will be a positive and strong witness wherever 
seen and heard because of the ideas the words carry. 
Our Lord wants uc to be His witnesses. What a great 
witness and honor to Him in speaking and writing His 
name extensively and often! What an honor for us! 
Here is an opportunity to confess before men Him who 
is the head, foundation, Redeemer and Lord of the 
Church. There is more reason to include Christ in our 
name than both “American” and “Lutheran,” for one 
greater than both is here. 

“Evangelical” is too good a name to omit. It not only 
refers to the good news of the gospel, but also to the 
nature and spirit of our church. We are evangelical 
rather than legalistic. Luther prefered the name “Evan- 
gelical Catholic Church,’ and objected to naming the 
church after himself. His followers have disregarded 
his wishes by naming the church after him. Here we 
have an opportunity to comply with his preference by 
including in our new name the word “Evangelical.” 
We love and honor our United States as designated by 
the word “American,” but something greater is here. 


DOCTRINAL DESIGNATION 

The major denominations and church bodies of our 
country use names indicative of something distinctive 
in doctrine or practice. Note the following: Congrega- 
tional, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, Episcopal, 
Church of Christ, Christian Church, Pentecostal, and 
Adventist. Roman Catholicism tends to soft pedal or 
omit the first word in its name, but makes great capital 
of the word “Catholic;” so much so, that the impression 
is given that. they have a monopoly on the word and 
what it means. : 

The word “Evangelical” is so commonly used among 
Lutheran Churches, both synods and congregations, that 
we tend to feel that “Evangelical” and “Lutheran” be- 
long together. They go together rather naturally, easily 
and pleasantly; they express historic truth and fact. 
At least a half dozen non-Lutheran churches like the 
word “Evangelical,” also, and they have incorporated 
it into their names. While our members may know that 
the Lutheran Church is traditionally evangelical, it is 
not always realized by outsiders. Here is an opportunity 
to tell them. 

CHURCHLY AND UNPRETENTIOUS 

“Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church” is not too long 
or cumbersome. It has only four words,.the same num- 
ber as in the one proposed by the Committee. “Christ” 
should be more meaningful and more desirable than 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Ambassadors for Christ 
In the Church 


By George Jensen 


Christ is the bond that binds Christians together in 
the fellowship which we can call the Christian church. 

Without Christ the sinner is lost. Without Christ there 
can be no fellowship of “saved sinners.” Without Christ 
the church of God is nothing. This Christ centered fel- 
lowship comes into existence, wherever, God is active 
to seek and save the lost souls. The church is the result 
of God’s work. 


The church is not of man’s making without Christ. 
It would be like any other building if God’s presence 
wasn’t there. 

The individuals who make up the church may show 
many differences in their expression of faith, zeal, and 
goodness, but their faces all turn toward God. God up- 
holds the church by the living Word and Sacraments. 
To be redeemed is to become a member of the family 
of God, and thus a member of the church. To carry on 
His work on earth God gave the Word and Sacraments 
to the church. Using these means of Grace, the church 

_ reveals the way to true peace and joy in Christ. 

Surely no life is complete without Christ and the 
church. Many years ago a town was erected, but signs 
were posted by the roadside, “no churches allowed.” 
This community seemed to be in a very promising place, 
but because it was a churchless town it just stood still, 
and people soon began to leave to seek a new home 
where “worship” was allowed. The people knew that 
they could not live in a place without Christ. A few 
years later the “no church” signs were taken down and 
the town took a new lease on life and began to grow 
rapidly. Today it is one of the largest cities in the west, 
and boasts of having many beautiful churches. 

Would you like to live in a town without a church? 
No, of course, you wouldn’t. : 

God calls us—everyone—to be active and willing par- 
ticipants in the great task of the church that our fel- 
lowmen may through the Gospel be brought to Christ. 

Many times we are on the verge of giving up, but by 
praying and asking God to help and guide us, we find 
the seemingly impossible not nearly so difficult a task, 
as we first thought it to be. 

We have many different ways of doing this. The small- 
est child can help by attending Sunday School and 
learning about our Savior. The Luther League is an- 
other project in our church that teaches the young 
folks to cooperate and work together in doing a great 
many things. We also have projects for the adults 
where they work to serve God, such as: The Ladies Aid, 
Brotherhood, Altar Guild, Mission Circles and the Choir. 
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John W. Nielsen, Editor | 


It seems to me there is a place for everybody to do | 
share, or should I say, his duty to God. So let us all coj 
tinue to work in the name of the Lord. 

Let us all pray: Dear God, help us to know what aj 
the most imyortant things in life, help us to keep fir 
things first. Guide us to give our gifts and ourselves 4} 
the building of Thy church and Thy Kingdom. Amen. | 

(George Jensen, a leaguer from Community Ly 
theran Church, Geneva, Minnesota, gave this talk C 
Youth Sunday. J.W.N.) ‘ 


LINES 
From 


OUR YOUTH DIRECTOR 


“YD LIKE TO BE A LEADER, BUT... .” 
By George J. Robertson 


Did you ever say to yourself, “I’d like to be a leadé 
or an officer in my Luther League, but I’m afraid jf 
wouldn’t know how”? If you have, you are just the ki 
of person your Luther League had in mind when 
planned Luther League Training Schools. 


WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL IS THAT? 


The name almost tells the story, but not quite. Li 
ther League Leadership Training School is a shod 
course, usually running from Monday through Frida¥ 
where special training is given to Luther League o 
ficers and other leaguers who would like to increas 
their knowledge and improve their skills so that thel 
may better serve our Lord Jesus Christ in their leagué 


WHAT DO THEY DO AT LEADERSHIP SCHOOL? j 


Some Leadership Schools are held in connection wit} 
Bible Camp week, others are held separately on a co! 
lege campus. Naturally the schedule depends to so 
extent on where the school is held. Private and grou 
Bible study is one of the main features. Leaguers ar 
taught to lead others in Bible study. Ideas for improv 
ing the local Luther League are shared in the practicz 
Leadership hour each day. Christian living in our s¢ 
cial relationships is given thorough study. This dea’ 
with problems of young Christians in the home, th 
school, and in the community. 

The students are divided into groups called “mod 
leagues.” One group plans a model league program fc 
each evening. Other groups plan project promotio 
and recreation. After the program each evening; one ( 
the instructors gives constructive criticism and eval 
ation of the way the program was presented. He sus 
gests how it could have been improved. Model busine: 
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jsions also are held and officers are shown the proper 
ty of conducting business meetings. 


very afternoon there is time for planned recreation. 
jaguers really feel like one big family after working, 
.dying, praying and playing together for a whole week. 


/xciting and helpful as these activities are, it seems 
at most leaguers mention the evening inspirational 
urs, friendship circles, campfires, and the closing 
dle-light service as the highlights of the week. 


IW DOES A PERSON GET TO GO? 


na 
ui 


ach congregation is asked to send two or three lea- 
sers to Leadership School each year. They may be 
wected in different ways. Often the pastor and the 
gue counsellors pick the leaguers who have shown 
cial interest and who seem to have leadership abil- 
. The names of these leaguers are presented to the 
jurch Council for appointment. It is a good idea to 


| 


qpoint one or two alternates to go in case one or more 
\those selected should be unable to go when the time 
mes. Officers of the local league who have not yet 
pended Leadership School should usually be given 
st consideration. They will be able to put their new 
howledge and skills to work at once when they return 
their league. 

AT DOES IT COST TO ATTEND? 


a 
5 


HBecause your congregation feels it is wise to train 
ders it will pay all expenses connected with this train- 
. One of the parents or a counsellor may take all 
bree students from one church by car to the school, 
churches may club together. Other leaguers go by 
or train. 


eStudents should bring their own Bible. The registra- 
on fee takes care of your study manual and other ma- 
ials you will need in class. Room and board is made 
reasonable as possible because this is not a money- 
jaaking venture. 


RE WOULD I GO TO ATTEND SUCH A 
CHOOL? 


"Your District Luther League President can tell you, 

fhe has not already sent you a notice, where the schools 

’ your district will be held and the dates they will be 
session. 


It is most fortunate for us that the larger Lutheran 
“nods have invited us to work together with them in 
mducting Leadership Training Schools. Because of this 
= are able to offer our leaguers and our churches this 
onderful opportunity in most of our districts, includ- 
3 West Canada. 


Will you join us in praying for the instructors and the 
aguers who will be at these schools this summer? Be 
tre your league is represented! 


| 
; 
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CHRIST IN VOCATIONS 


A Voice From Business 
By Carl Larsen 


To: live a Christian life in the whirl of business en- 
tails aggressiveness on the part of the Christian. As in 
all of life a Christian must grow or decay. To grow in 
Christ, surrounded daily by temptations to lower to 
half-mast the flag you display and having eyes focused 
upon you that will note and slyly advertise each slip, 
backward step, or fall that occurs, makes necessary not 
only a dependence upon the grace, mercy, and forgive- 
ness of Christ, but also a firm determination that each 
time the ‘Christian banner begins to sag, that it be res- 
olutely raised to its upward and forward position. 


Can progress be achieved by the Christian in the 
bus:ness word without succumbing to the many temp- 
tations that surround him—not to steal perhaps, but 
to conform to the Christless spirit that pervades so 


* many places of work; to attend office parties or private 


ones at which the free flow of intoxicating drinks seem 
to be necessary in order to generate a spirit among the 
guests that is entirely contrary to the spirit of Christ; 
to become associated by membership in organizations 
that offend the Christian conscience, while to resist, you 
fear, would cause loss of prestige; or to do or say that 
which is intended to ingratiate yourself with the boss 
or your associates, but which leaves a scar on your 
soul? 


Progress and position in business is secured by many 
through hard work, honesty, faithfulness, devotion, and 
a sincere desire to serve. But to reach Christian sig- 
nificance in the business world not only must these vir- 
tues be exercised but the Christian must also impress 
by his words and life that he is a follower of Christ. 


We are come into an era when to belong to a church 
is good practice, but to live a Christian life in business 
is still beset with difficulties and trials. Yet only as his 
life, words, and deeds reveal his innermost desire and 
purpose to live a Christian life can a businessman take 
on Christian significance in the business world. 


The path to this goal is not easy to follow, and we 
fail often in spite of our resolve not to deny Christ 
directly or indirectly. But as Christ was tempted like as 
we, He will understand and in mercy give us strength 
to again raise our banner. 


The business world does render respect and give sig- 
nificance to Christian businessmen who boldly hold 
the banner of Christ aloft. 


(Carl Larsen is a retired businessman of the oil in- 
dustry who now lives in Northfield, Minnesota. J.W.N.) 


ke 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


CHRIST, OUR LIFE 


In Him was Life! 

Abundant Life Divine. 

That life with all its fulness, 

All its height and depth sublime. 
That life which in creation 

Moulded nature’s mighty plan; 
Which hung in space the universe, 
Made bird and beast and man. 

In Him is Life! 


The very life of man. 

Not life which dies when mortal 
Flesh has reached the allotted span, 
But that mysterious union 

With the Risen, Hidden Christ. 
Partakers of His Calvary death 
And Resurrection Life. 

He is our Life! 


And, hid with Christ above 
Abiding, firmly trusting 

In His tender care and love, 

More dim grow earth’s attractions, 
Heart affections upward rise. 

The Saviour grows more precious 
To secret inward eyes . 

He is our Life! 


And some day, in the twink’ling 
ox an eye He shall appear, 

And earth’s Jong night shall vanish 
In a noonday bright and clear. 
Then faith and love which struggled, 
Thwarted oft by fleshly strife, 
Shall triumph in His coming. 
Come with Him—who is our Life! 


Florence M. Hathaway 


MISTAKES 


There are six mistakes that many of 
us make, said a famous writer, and 
then he gave the following list: ° 


The delusion that individual ad- 
vancement is made by crushing others 
down. 


The tendency to worry about things 
that cannot be changed or corrected. 


Insisting that a thing is impossible 
because we, ourselves cannot accomp- 
lish it. 

Refusing to set aside trivial pref- 
erences in order that important things 
may be accomplished. 


Neglecting development and refine- 
ment. 


The failure to establish the habit 
of saving money.—Source Not Known. 


THY NEIGHBOR 


Who is thy neighbor? He whom thou 
Hast power to aid or bless; 


Whose aching heart or burning brow 
Thy soothing hand may press. 


Thy neighlbor? ’Tis the fainting poor 
Whose eye with want is dim; 

Oh, enter thou his humble door 
With aid and peace for him. 


Thy neighbor? He who drinks the cup 
When sorrow drowns the brim; 
With words of high sustaining hope 

Go thou and comfort him. 


Thy neighbor? ’Tis the weary slave, 
Fettered in mind and limb, 

He hath no hope this side the grave; 
Go thou and ransom him. 


Thy neighbor? Pass no mourner by; 
Perhaps thou canst redeem 

A breaking heart from misery; 
Go share thy lot with him. 


—Author Unknown 


LITTLE THINGS. COUNT 


We should mind little things—little 
courtesies in life, little matters of per- 
sonal appearance, little extravagances, 
little minutes of wasted time, little 
details in our work. 


And it seems that a thing cannot 
be too small to command our atten- 
tion. 


The first hint Newton had leading 
to his most important optical dis- 
coveries was derived from a child’s 
soap bubble. 


The art of printing was suggested 
by a man cutting letters in the bark 
of a tree. 


The telescope was the outcome of 
a boy’s amusement with two glasses 
in his father’s shop. 


Goodyear neglected his skillet un- 
til it was red hot, and the accident 
guided him to the manufacture of 
vulcanized rulbber. 


The web of a spider suggested to 
Captain Brown the idea of a suspen- 
sion bridge. 


Henry Ford’s idea about a perfect 
watch plant gave him a plan for his 
giant motor industry. 


J. L. Kraft’s idea to put cheese in 
a sanitary package was the start of 
his enormous business. 


Watching a spider weave his web 
gave Robert Bruce the courage to try 
algain. 


Little things! Every one a little 
thing. Yet how important they prov- 
ed to be to the man who had the wit 


to correlate these little things wij 
t..2 idea in his head. —-Church ary 
Home. i] 


CAREFUL, YOUR CHARACTER |] 
SHOWING! | 
A long time ago we used to live i 
a house that had a front door wif} 
a one-way glass in it. From the uy 
side you could see who was ringin} 
your doorbell without being seen you}} 
salf. It was quite a handy arrang] 
ment, though very unpopular wi¥ 
book agents. Most of us think we ay 
like that—that persons on the outsid 
have no 'way of knowing what we al 
like on the inside. But it seems thi! 
people don’t come equipped that wah 
When we look out at life we revelt 
ourselves—whether we know it or nc 
Our attitude toward others sho Hf 
to anybody who may be interest 
just what kind of people we are. That. 
what Seneca had in mind when If 
wrote, “Whatever one of us blamit 
in another each one will find in hi} 
own heart.” Cramps our style a b! 


doesn’t it?—-Whatsoever Things | 


I 


HABITS LIKE CUCUMBER 


“When I was young,’ remarked 
old gentleman, “somebody gave 
a cucumber in a narrow-necked bo 
tle, and I wondered how it got ther} 
In the garden one day, I saw a b 
tle slipped over a tiny cucumber st} 
cn the vine, and then, at last, I w 
derstood. 


i 
| 
it 
i 
| 


“I often see young people with h 
bits that I wonder any strong se} 
sible person could form. And then# 
think that likely they grew into thet 
when they were smaller, like the ol 
cumber in the (bottle.”’ | 


The bachelor friend had been _ iil 
vited to inspect the new baby at thi 
home of a neighbor. Manlike he sai} 
“Well, well, but he’s a fine little fell 
low, isn’t she? How old is it now! 7 
her teeth bother him much? I hop 
he gets through its second summer al 
right. She looks like you, doesn’t hd 
Every one says it does.” And then 3 
went home in a hurry. 


Fred (to his teacher): “I don’t wai 
to scare you, Miss Jones, but my fi 
ther said if I don’t get better grade 
seme one is due for a licking.” 


fay 7, 1956 


‘IT IS NOT EXCITING TO DIE” 
(Continued from page 8) 
jd to the mother, even though she was a silly and mon- 
trous mother, and didn’t care whether they lived or 


And, there they stand, those poor relatives, helpless 

love the unloved, and to care for them, for the au- 

crities have spoken. Perhaps the authorities think it is 
fixciting for two children to die, perhaps they think to 
je is exciting—until some day they themselves have 
Ho die. Will it be exciting to die then? We think not! 
_ It is not exciting to die! It is exciting to live! That is 
hat Dr. Rogness meant. And that is what we mean; 
po live with all our members intact, no missing arms 
hr legs, with no children in the grave. Then we can have 
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a happy marriage; the stepchildren loved and cared for 
by their stepfather; and loved more than ever by their 
radiantly happy, newly-wedded mother! Her trouble was 
that she was so sick to get married, and become a great 
man’s wife; she was so full of silly ambition for her- 
self, that she forgot that real love is the greatest thing 
in the world. She really hadn’t loved the man, she was 
thinking only of herself. Otherwise, how could she have 
given up her children so cheaply, so wickedly. But, thank 
God, she came to her senses and to real love, first for 
her children, and then for the man she was to marry. 
And the man got instead of a shrew and a murderess, a 
good and faithful wife. 

Ah, to love is to live, and to live is wonderful and ex- 
citing! 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The 60th Annual Convention of the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
ill be held at Nazareth Lutheran 
hhurch, Cedar Falls, Iowa, June 19- 
f4 beginning wi'th the opening serv- 
ees Tuesday, June 19 at 8:00 P.M. 
Mur Convention theme is “Oneness 
mn Jesus Christ.” All congregations 
are urged to send delegates, one dele- 
ate for each fifty members twenty- 
Ione years and over, or major frac- 
tion thereof. Delegates will please 


should be in the hands of the Church 
Council by June lst. The most im- 
portant matter to come before our 
Convention is our vote on the Joint 
Union Committee Report of 1956, cop- 
ies of which have ‘been sent to all 
pastors and presidents of our congre- 
gations. We urge all, both pastors and 
congregations, to give prayerful con- 
sideration to those documents. See be- 
low for further information from the 
host congregation. May God pour out 
His rich blessing upon our 60th Con- 
vention. Pray for our Convention. 


YES!,A HOLY LAND. TOUR BY PLANE 
THIS. SUMMER — 1956 


SEE Palestine PLUS Mt. Sinai, Babylon, 
Tower of Babel, Petra, Pompeii, etc. 
June §—July 11. Also CHRISTMAS oe 
PILGRIMAGE—Dec. 3-31. Directed by J 
Bible Professors. The sixth consecutive sis 31 
annual tour. Write or wire at once £ 
for details. Reservations limited. M if 
R 


BIBLE LANDS TOURS, Wilmore, Ky., Box 3 AL 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 


Blair, Nebraska 


Mave credential blanks filled out, bring 
to the Convention, and give to the 


Hans C. Jersild, President 


Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


redentials ‘Committee. All matters H. Lyle Guyer P. V. Hansen 

wwhich require convention action Lawrence Siersbeck, Secretary 
CONVENTION NOTICE REGISTRATION 
60th ANNUAL U.E.L.C. CONVENTION 

Nazareth Lutheran Church, Cedar NAZARETH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Falls, lowa extends to all pastors, dele- CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 
wates and guests a cordial invitation 
to attend the 60th Annual Convention INETLG Gay 1 chet < on -egee pope os eee wiajeana Sets GfSeapaNe oc ma a ae 
wf the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church to be held June 19-24th. NG Lo Bt ha eh SRO ERAL ane ENT or ce ttn ts Meare RA pi AAR, Se ae Nes Mie es ee 

Lodging will be furnished in private Coup em err: WET 5 cc ocac Woman eee: Namervot children tac aes. sae 
ee erm allenvnomrecister Dy. JUNC Se pipes hoe eid ees ee ese e eee Meats Agemrot teh idrenye cries i eer ae 
10th. For those who prefer to arrange 
for commercial accommodations, our Wil tara iri Cle CL ACC) gmat yea Nentrstee ccs ote etree totc mes aya er scchc oc soaetaees eee an ted ee 
city has motels and a hotel. Details I desire transportation to Convention Headquarters from the bus .......... 
and rates will be sent upon request. 

: UREN. 5G Oo os Ob OOF ORSON peor aye csi naeaia te 

Address all reservations and inquir- 
ies to Mrs. Vernon Olsen, 909 State I desire lodging in private home ................ 
Street, Cedar Falls, ioe SECS I desire motel reservations for Tues....... Wed 5 MM OTES. 5 ao So ries 
details as to date of arrival, length of 
stay, number in party and whether or GEE a ode 6s 6 ac 
Bone) Have your Own war. I will take care of my own lodging ................... 

Transportation will ‘be furnished T am a pastor........ delegate sh..5.... PUeSUe a. eee 


from railroad stations, bus depots or 
airport. Anyone traveling by air should 
make their destination Waterloo, Iowa. 
NAZARETH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
HOMER LARSEN, PAISTOR 
JAMES HANSEN, Chairman of the 
Convention Committee 


‘Church I represent 


Phone No. ‘Convention Headquarters, Colfax 6-5969. 
Please fill out this ‘blank and send to: 
Mrs. Vernon Olsen, 909 State St., Cedar Falls, Towa 
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_ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Total Synodical Budget $275,202. 00. 
Previously __ acknowledged 
Blair, Nebr., Rev. P. C. Jensen 
Castrio Valley, -Calif., Rev..and Mrs..H. M. Hansen $2 in memory of Rev. 
James C. Peterson and $2 in memory of Rev. A. P. Andersen ... 4 
Merndale  Calicse froma alrite | txceee- cect aestctedensesms- faites /aventnevenssts deel reeasey er 
Ferndale, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Mission, Kansas, Mrs. Anna Jersild 
Reedley, (Calif., Ebenezer Luth. Church in memory of Rev. A. P. Andersen 
Sidney, Mont., Martin H. Iversen in memory of Chris Christensen of Bror-: 
SOT es CHUTCHH ao. rco recs eee ace oe vasalthe tate o te ites» sabisame «Setekhiasth'gemeb abe aeseoae tae cana ctsraarnar rete 
Eugene, Ore.,. Emmaus Luth. Church 
Irene, S. D., Agnes Jensen in memory of Anna Christensen 
Detroit, Mich., Northwest Trinity Luth. Church 
Kimballton, Ia., Bethany DLuth. Church 
Dannevirke, Nebr., Dannevirke Luth. Church 
Shelby, Ia., United Workers of Shelby Luth. Church 
Rutland, Ia., Trinity Luth. Church 
Oregon, Wis., St. John’s! Luth. Church 
Pasadena, Calif., Bethany Luth. Church 
Marcus, Ia., Nazareth Luth. Church 
Warrens, Wis., Ebenezer Luth. Church 
Red Deer, Alberta, Canada, Trinity United Ev. Luth. Church | 
‘Graettinger, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. Mary Wiggins: 
Minneapolis, Minn., Immanuel Luth. Church 
Sioux City, Ia., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Cushing, Wis. 
sen and $2) in. memory of iMrs. Rasmus C. Jensen 2.22 2....ccetetessccestenees \ 
Grenville, Mich., in memory of Alfred Christensen: Mr. and Mrs. Ronald: 
Christensen, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Plank, Mr. and Mrs. Darwin Christen-: 
Foe gal eee Se is Ek SU RP a an Pe OPT RA eae RE OE, i a. TE ate 
Minneapolis, Luth. Student Foundation for Pastor William Larsen ............ { 
Common Tepwests, Web, Wns Seinloyers Aida, COMMENCES oponscdccngeonousen cecoeeconbadngaocehseoainne | 
Haston, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. M. Rasmussen in memory of Mrs. Chas. Jes-! 
sen, Eugene, Oregon ; 
Irene, S. Dak., Turkey Valley Luth. Church 
Brush, Colo., Rev. and Mrs. H. P. Andersen 
Sidney, Mont., Pella Luth. S. 8., contents of birthday banks 
Selma, Calif., Pella Luth. Church 
Dolliver, Ia., Dolliver Luth. Church .... 
Milltown, Wis., Milltown Ladies Aid 
Atlantic, Ia., St. Paul’s Luth. Church 
Oyens, Ia., the Nick Kloster family of Gethsemane Church in memory of 
Eva Andersen | 


Budgets: | 


teen ececaenesceneeesenes} 


Inglewood, Calif., Olivet Luth. Church 
Brush, Colo., First Engl'sh Hv. Luth. Church ... 
Ferndale, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. P. H. Bansen 
Luck, Wis., United Luth. Church 
Spencer, JIa., Bethany Luth. Church 
West Branch, Ia., Bethany Luth. Church 
McNabb, Ill., Emmaus §S. S. 
Hxira, Ia., Hxira Luth. Church 
Audubon, Ia., Marion J. Christensen of Ebenezer Church 
Elba, Nebr., Elba Luth. Ladies Aid 
McCabe, Mont., in memory of Mrs. Sam Tietz, Sr., of Culbertson: Mr. 
Mrs. Glen Larsen, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nelson 
Neenah, Wis., Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Sidney, Mont., Nels Bach 
Oaks, Okla., Pbenezer Memorial Luth. Church 
Elk Horn, Ia., Rorbeck Ladies Aid in memory of Mrs. Christina Prederick- 
SOT Beers eerste IES Senta ROM ce aaah o: otc eee nw eee A ne Een 
Geneva, Minn., memorial gifts* 
Geneva, Minn., Community Sunday School 
Geneva, Minn., Community Luth. ‘Church 
Royal, TIa., Bethlehem Luth. Church 
Sleepy Eye, Minn., in memory of Rudolph Johnson 
Westbrook, Me., in memory of Maynard Jensen: Christine Peffer and M 
and Mrs. Louis Peters 
Humboldt, Ia., from fr‘ends in memory of Mrs. 


if eth Wd BYP ie) 6 il Ox oY bE cles) gl er napeReRenR enter acai tA, 112 Are o cama era enon ede noacae Start road daca 
Caruthers, Calif., S. S. of Our Savior’s Luth. Church 
Ganuthers: OAlite Chriss eran hcgmme-c tes -rececmoee ee eee 
Caruthers, Calif., ‘Christiana Hammon .........:.... 

Caruthercshs Calits  OursSaviormseluth | Chmrehins -aacnnicecn seater tenn eeatertee ee aeee 
South Gate, Calif, Mr. and Mrs. Harald W. Larsen in memory of Spee A 
Hensen and Frank PLOT Stiity Otppece etacs oe ete nea ae csc oe aoe eS 
Pass Lake, Ont., Canada, Salem S. S. Easter Banks A 
Pass Lake, Ont., Canadas alemimduuthe vO uC hy regu ete rtestess ccteecnte eae eee ness ‘ 
Clifton, Ill., Zion BEyv. LAHAT Sede. oe ee ke Mle eeie meet en ee ope RS ld : 


Hazelwood, Minn., Immanuel Luth. Chureh 
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Foreign 


Missions 
Total (Where Most Amer. 
Received Needed) Mission Mission 


SPECIAL MISSIONS 


EKO Samay Meet 1 6 ek icepececcrepemnrnoa ced ccepccat it oopdcpna seonea ier oonceuore cat | een 
Audubon, “Ta. IDI Neale NIE TENE Whs ln Ban Rn naw od bo ‘ 
Kenmare, N. D, Mrs. M. O. Sommerness in memory: of Oscar 
NOE OG OT eyes rae tees tices tick see care ice wien ace che cete orice et ce Uae cee ten eee eee eee 
Moorhead, Ia., Bethesda Luth. S. S. for support of ,,Dinah‘‘ 
eave ASibtebstighon wy Ole (<i) dee: Aeer reece ce tan Me SeGreeCCnneere hak’ occa nat Snasoom sobadhcomben 
Moorhead, Ia., Bethesda Luth. 
Pasadena, Calif., Bethany Luth. S. S. 
Pasadena, Calif., Bethany Luth. S. S. for Dr. Winther’s Bible 
SCHOO Me SUULC SINGS MME See etek recon. jcihocns sonia ssvntvala nesceamsuse ee aemee eee 
Lincoln, Nebr., S. S. of Our Savior’s for support of a Bible | 
IDAuaNe Sie, Tikal opSHOKC KEN Sar. decaere, Sat acenenoe se De teG eRe SbandeeES eneaee Fre ae oneietaoos 
BowbellsseN. Diesetiniechem@mekuthye@ burch! (2.0 icccn..cceet ee eheieeeee 
Harlan, fa., Luth. Ladies Alid in memory of Mrs. Albert Hansen 
SEilke IDES: KOI, Wie, ANiloerers  1SYXelNT eZ IOY 55-qeeccnosdood earconccanesn sonbdenusranonaas | 
(Oraceronorm AwiAlsiy Sey di@lauars) Wwady, LOTMbNRO occ eoethiecn ecco comp nondroeeneE | 
Pasadena, Calif., Bethany Luth. Church 
Warrens, Wis., Dbenezer: Mutha aC inuichig ni. occen--ccmbeaerdtrteary ac cee nr | 
Sleepy: Dye, Minn s “Mrint ya suc Sp seinen esti nce ae eee eee abet ; 
Northfield, Minn., St. Peter’s Luth. Church 
Cushing, Wis., Cushing Luth. Church 
Cushing, Wis., Cushing Luth. Church in memory of Mrs. 
mus C. Jensen 
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: 8.001 
f 5 300.010: 
Biel Rey, ‘Calif., San Joaquin Valley, Jewish Mission Society 67.57: 
dan Mission RCE NAC pte mare er s esr reM oo lcs toeccesads roa hives ein UB COONS acer ttsslp been : oa cs i. 
TOTAL | 67689.77|| 836.35|12431.33|18976.45|11464.07|17267.23| 749.48] 5828.77] 136.14 


PLEASE NOTE: 
knowledgments the 


Hieceived with thanks. 

| A WITNESSING NAME 
| (Continued from page 9) 
me definite article “The.” “Evangelical” is more church- 
fy than “American.” With “Christ” a noun, at the be- 
inning, no definite article is needed. We would say 
nd write “Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 
Furthermore, the name here proposed is not pre- 
j2ntious nor presumptuous, for there is no suggestion of 
fe one and only, and no comparison nor superlative. 
= does testify to its relation to Christ and its evangelical 
sature. It is a name that should be acceptable wherever 
thristians are found. No one should object to either 
wChrist” or “Evangelical.” 

During the noon recess of the special convention of 
ne S. Minn. District, a long line of men moved slowly 
ward the food tables of Mohn Hall cafeteria. While 
WO Men were discussing the name proposed by the 
ommittee, one was heard to say, “Lutheran” is big- 
rer than “American.” A third man said, “Evangelical 
& bigger than both.” When asked why, he replied, “Be- 
sause it means according to the evangel, the gospel.” 

Let us adopt a name that will witness to our Lord, 
eroclaim the nature of our message and the spirit of our 
-hurch, a name nowhere objectionable and everywhere 
wcceptable, CHRIST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
HURCH. 


YOUR CHURCH IN YOUR WILL 

At a conference on “Remember the Church in Your 
Will,’ Rev. T. K. Thompson, executive director of the 

ational Council of Churches’ Department of Steward- 
ship and Benevolence, said that Protestant, Roman 
atholic, and Jewish institutions have received more 
han $200,000,000 in bequests duing the past ten years. 
Je said that more than--$100,000,000 went to Protestant 
-hurches and institutions. We are inclined to agree with 
Methodist Bishop Ralph Cushman, of St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, when he told laymen and ministers at the meet- 
ng that the making of a Christian will is “the largest 
ingle act of Christian stewardship.” Continuing, he 
aid, “Every Christian brings his weekly offering to 
od as an act of worship, but, in addition, he should so 
slan his estate that his concerns live after him.” This 
s sound. In a real-sense, it is a source of grief to read 


Blair, Nebr., April 30th, 1956. 


In a late issue of the papers there was a $124.90 gift to Rev. Paul C. Johnsen Chapel in Chiba City, Japan. In the 

aus A ‘ following names were omitted: Mrs. Abbie Hjelm, Royal, Ia., and the Pacific District of the U-E.L.C.. 

7veneva, Minn. Memorial gifts credited to Community Lutheran Church: from friend in memory of Mrs. Chris Hamerholt $5, Mr. and 

mrs. Myron Anderson in memory of Charles $8, Mrs. Julius Jensen in memory of her husband $5, friends from Geneva and Community 
urch in memory of Albert Rasmussen $10. Total $28.00| for Home Mission, 


H. J. Hansen, Treas. 


of the large estates left by Christian people of which 
there appears to be no specific Christian disposition. If 
God prospers his people, is it not their responsibility 
to see that, when life’s settlement is made at its end, 
the church or the church institution which has been 
so much the source of the believer’s wisdom shall re- 
ceive at least part of the estate which is left. An invest- 
ment of this character continues a continuation of serv- 
ice when death has stilled the believer’s earthly activi- 
ties. 

—Watchman-Examiner 


HOPE 


This would I hold, more precious than fine gold, 
This would I keep though all else be lost; 
Hope in the heart, that precious, priceless thing, 
Hope at any cost, 
And God, if this fine luster should be dimmed, 
If seemingly through grief it may be spent, 
Help me to wait without too much despair, 
Too great astonishment. 
Let me be patient when my spirit lacks 
Its high exuberance, its shining wealth, 
Hope is a matter, often, God, I know 
Of strength, of health. 
Help me to wait until my strength returns, 
Help me to climb each difficult high slope. 
And always within my heart some golden gleam, 
Some quenchless spark of hope. 
—Author not known 


THE TEST 


Religion is not a test to judge by, but an immense 
aid for those who use it to live by. The main thing is 
whether a person has the spirit of God in him, which 
to my mind means simply the power to love and be 
kind and unselfish; and many people have this in a 
very perfect form without professing any religious be- 
lief at all, or using any religious practices to keep it. 

Edward Wilson 


r- .. seeing Doris’and Bob’s 
house in the 
‘For Sale’ column 
got me 
to thinking... 


aa 


, 


~ 


How much more protection should I have? 


“Bob was an old schoolmate of mine . . . played 
guard on our high school football team, met 
Doris in our church choir, got married and set- 


yo 


tled down, had three children. But now Bob is 


gone ...and Doris is selling the house to meet 
expenses. You know, when I saw that, I just 
couldn’t help thinking about us. What Id like 
to know is, how much money would it take to 
care for my wife and children if I weren’t here 
to bring home my check every pay day?” 


This question is typical of th.se which we’re 


Mail the coupon today! ———» 
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Living Benefits for Lutherans through 
Life Insuranco 


/ 


Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
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asked many times here at LUTHERAN BROTHER- 
Hoop. And it’s a sensible, down-to-earth question. 


To answer it, your friendly LB representative is 
prepared to help you plan your future through 
the LB “FINANCIAL GUME” service — at no 
obligation whatsoever. This guide will help give 
you a complete picture of your present and 
future protection — plus showing you how Social 
Security benefits will fit in with your overall 
life insurance program. 


Then you'll know the answer to “How much 
protection should I have?” 


LUTHERAN BROTHERHOOD 
701 Second Ave. South 


e 
Gentlemen: 


Please have a representative help me prepare my free 
“Financial Guide.” 
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